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A story of love and hate, sacrifice and revenge, friendship and enmity. HKSTG welcomes
you to its take on The Merchant of Venice!

Bassanio, a young gentlemen short on gold, falls in love with the beautifully shrewd
Portia. To finance his wooing, he borrows a loan from Shylock, with his best friend
Antonio acting as his guarantor. Shylock lends to Bassanio, on condition that, should

they default on the loan, Antonio would pay the price with a pound of his flesh. Events ==
unravel that pit Antonio and Bassanio's friendship against Shylock's growing vindictive "=
spirit. Will their bond hold fast against the tides of Shylock' hatred‘? Sit tlght glue your
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Rosalind, the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education and the
Master of Literature and Cultural Studies, is a lecturer. With the
role “Rosalind” she won the Best Actress Award in the 2011 Chinese
Universities Shakespeare Festival. Since founding Hong Keng Shax ===
Theatre Group in 2010, Rosalind has directed Shakespearean |
classic plays such as Hamlet As You Like It, Twelfth nght and A |
Midsummer Night's Dream. She is the first Chinese to win the Best |
Director Award at the Hecklers with The Two Gentlemen of Vgrona 3
in 2016, winning again in 2017 with Love’s Labour’s Lost. After last
years The Comedy of Errors and Macbeth, Rosalind takes on a
Cantonese adaptation of Shakespeare for the second time.
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Emily is a year 2 Translation and Interpretation student at CityU.
She was inspired by her drama teacher and fell in love with acting.

She joined HKSTG in 2017 and played a male servant in The Comedy

of Errors (2018), her very first Shakespearean play. The month
following, she also played a witch in Macbeth. That summer, she
performed in Footloose. Her appetite is never too full for more!
Whether it is a play or a musical, she will do her best to “move” you!
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Following Shax’s Macbeth in 2018, Ujjwal Sharma (Simon for your
convenience) finds himself playing a "Moroccan Prince” for the first
time. When not struggling to memorize his lines, you will find him

surfing Facebook, reflecting upon the intricacies of life or trying to
recall whether he wrote that thing he had to write...
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Natalie Liu is a Master of Philosophy candidate at the English

Department of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. This is her

- second collaboration with Hong Kong Shax Theatre Group, but she

has worked on several other productions, including Romeo and
Juliet (2014) for the 10th Chinese Universities Shakespeare Festival,

| The Learned Ladies of Mid-levels (2017), and The Glass Menagerie

, " (2018) with The Shadow Players.
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Jack is a year 2 Arts student at HKU. He has been an actor in both
the dramatic and musical productions of his secondary school. He
performed in the joint-school musical Sing Out in 2017-18. He will
be playing Antonio in the Merchant of Venice.
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Karen is a Master of Social Science student in Psychology. In 2018,
Karen decided to participate in Hong Kong Shax Theatre Groups
upcoming productions and was responsible for their promotion.
The Merchant of Venice is the first play in which she appears as
an actor.
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Minnieis afinal year law student at HKU. She has been a makeup
team and backdrop team member of her residential hall's drama
team. The Merchant of Venice is the first drama production in
which she participates as a cast member. She will be playing two
characters — Jessica, the daughter of Shylock and Salarino, a .
friend of Antonio. 'S
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Jessica is a year 1 Accounting & Finance student at HKU. She
participated in a dramatic adaptation of “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory” when she was in junior years of secondary
school. She joined Hong Kong Shax Theatre Group in 2018. She

plays an acting role in the Merchant of Venice.
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| Daniel is a year 2 Public Policy and Politics student at the City University
of Hong Kong. He has been an actor, director and producer since
secondary school. He gained a lot by joining Bravo and training at the
London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art. He could never let drama go,
believing that it can affect people and their lives. The Comedy of Errors
in 2018 was his first performance with HKSTG and his first
Shakespearean play. This year, he brings The Merchant of Venice to you
all, hoping that while he is enjoying on stage, you are having fun as well!
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Kenneth is a year 2 Accounting & Finance student at HKU. His
enthusiasm towards drama and performing started in his
secondary school, and was then continued 1n a musical called
Sing Out in 2017-2018. This is his first time participating in a
drama performance.
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Hanson is a year 2 System Engineering and Management student

AW at CityU. His first exposure to the stage took place last year, with

his first-ever appearance in a musical, CityUs Footloose. The
Merchant of Venice is his first time participating in a drama
performance. He sees it as a chance to challenge himself.

Together, we go!
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Ho Fung Tang has previously performed with Shax Theatre
Group as Beatrice in Much Ado About Nothing and Rosaline in
Loves Labours Lost. Her other productions include Gogol's The
Government Inspector and Stoppards The Real Inspector
Hound. She admires the unflinching portrayal of injustice and
discrimination in The Merchant of Venice, which was bold for its
time yet remains a sadly accurate portrayal of society today. She
hopes that the production will inspire reflection on how the
dysfunction of religious and social law bleeds into the law as an
institution and corrupts the spirit of justice.
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Timothy is a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering student.
During his time in university, he has attended different drama
productions as a director, playwright, actor and light designer.
He served as a director and an actor in HKSTG Cantonese
production The Comedy of Errors last year. He also has a great
passion for musical performances.
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Z.o0e participated in a lot of theatre performances during her

secondary school years. She was a part of two self-produced -

dramas in 2010 and 2011. She also participated in the
Theatresports competition in Macau between 2010 and 2012.
After her graduation, Zoe remains keen on participating in
different drama productions.
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Anthony is a third-year student, studying literature at the

N

University of Hong Kong (HKU). This is his first time

participating in Hong Kong Shax Theatre Groups productions.
He plays an acting role and worked on seript translation in The
Merchant of Venice as part of the Translation Team.
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Mabel is a year 1 English Major at the Chinese University of Hong

Kong. She has participated in quite a few performances and
/| competitions related to theatre, including the Dialogue Item in

Hong Kong Speech Festival, Speak Out—Act Up! Improvised
Drama Competition, and Andrew Parkin Cup Drama
Competition 2018. She plays Old Gobbo, Launcelots father, in
The Merchant of Venice.
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Nigel is a year 4 Building Services Engineering student at CityU. He
has been a part of several backstage production teams during his
University life. In 2018, he joined the musical Footloose at CityU. He
joined Hong Kong Shax Theatre Group in the same year. Together, we

go! l
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Karen is a law graduate from HKU, currently studying PGDE (ECE) at the same
institution to be an early childhood teacher. She works full-time as a teaching |
assistant at Kendall International Preschool and believes that her experience asa !
performer has provided her with inspiration vocationally and academically. Her
earliest stage experiences include acting in HKAPA's 2007 High School Musical,

and playing Prince Ferdinand in The Tempest in high school. She also played
Holofernes in HKSTG’s Love’s Labour’s Lost (2017), Lady Macduff in Macbeth
(2018), and Egeon in The Comedy of Errors (2018).
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Make-Up - Kyo Cheung, Rachelle Ma

Photography - Dominic Lee Shing Yuen, Sthavir Murthy

Production - Ripendip Kaur, Sally Kwan, Sherebanu Goolamabbas, Jenny Leung
Props & Sets - Alexandra Bacala, Percy Yau, Gayathri Sivakumar

Stage - Cherry Chung, Clare Fung, Emily Lam

Visuals - Wincel Capiendo, Sneha Lalwani, Rachel Kaye

Venue Support 357 1
Chong Yuet Ming Cultural Centre, The University of Hong Kong

City University of Hong Kong
Fong Shu Chuen Amenities Centre, The University ol Hong Kong

The University of Hong Kong - Publicity & Promotion F# K5 - S HER

Mr. Edwin Ng, HKU Admissions and Academic Liaison Section

Ms. Michele FOK, Senior Student Advising Officer (Student Development), Centre of Development
and Resources for Students (CEDARS)

Ms. Natalie Yip, Executive Officer, Faculty of Arts

Ms. Tanya Kempston, Division of English Language Education

External Publicity/Support A3BHERE /28

Benjamin Chadwick, Executive Assistant, English Language Centre, Hang Seng Management
College (HSMC)

Department of English, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Dr. Jason Lee, Department of English Language and Literature, Hong Kong Baptist University
Peel Street Poetry

School of Education and Languages, The Open University of Hong Kong

Song for Bassanio
Composed by Jocelyn Pook
Instrumental by Ho Fung Tang (GiK;=
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